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The next meeting of the Rockford Stamp Club PM will be on
Wednesday, March 4
at Ken-Rock Community Center, 3200 11th St. Rockford, IL

6:30 PM Buy, Sell, or Trade
Viewing of auction lots
700 PM Meeting and program followed by auction

The next meeting of the Rockford Stamp Club AM will be on
Tuesday, March 17
at Ken-Rock Community Center, 3200 11th St. Rockford, IL

10:00 AM Buy, Sell, or Trade
Viewing of auction lots
10:30 AM Meeting followed by auction

SHOW TIME
Rockford / Wiscopex 2009
March 14-15

By the time you are reading this the annual Rock-
ford Stamp Show will be only two weeks away.
We are again sponsoring Wiscopex , the annual
meeting of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamps
Clubs.

The show will consist of around 12 stamp dealers
selling US and World Wide stamps, postal history
and supplies, a variety of philatelic exhibits, USPS
sub-station selling current US stamps, a Lincoin
200th Birth Anniversary Cachet, youth table, daily
silent auctions and a Saturday night awards ban-
quet at Lino's Restaurant.

There will be a Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs (WFSC) meeting and a meeting of the Illli-
nois Postal History Society, both on Saturday.

We still need more exhibits so see Tim at the
meeting if you are willing to show something. We
will begin setting up exhibits at 8am Saturday and
are always looking for assistance.

There are still a number of banquet tickets avail-
able. Please reserve your ticket at the Wednes-
day meeting or call Tim @ 815-670-5869.

We hope to see ALL OF OUR MEMBERS at the
show having a good time!

New US postal rates - May 11

New postal rates will go into effect May 11 raising
the cost of first-class letter 2¢ to 44¢. A letter up
to two ounces goes from 59¢ to 61¢.

Postcards will increase 1¢ to 28¢.

The basic internationl rate for letters up to one
ounce increases from 94¢ to 98¢. Letters to
Canada 72¢ to 75¢ and letters to Mexico 72¢ to
79¢.

Rates for Priority Mail and Express Mail were
raised in January and will not increase again.

By law the USPS is allowed to raise rates every
year no more than the Consumer Price Index-
Urban (CPI-U). 1 am sure they will!

Sunday, March 8 - Spring Swap & Shop

East Peoria, IL. Folepi’'s Market Place, 2200 Washing-
ton Rd. Caterpillar Employees Stamp Club. Hrs: Sun
9:30-3, dealers 10+ free.

Sat-Sun, March 7-8 - Stampfest 2009

West Allis, WI. Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 92nd St. Mil-
waukee Philatelic Society Hrs: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
dealers 20 free.

Sat-Sun, Mar 14-15 - ROCKFORD/WISCOPEX 09
Rockford, IL. Forest Hills Lodge, Forest Hills Rd. & IL
Rte 173. Hrs: Sat 10-5, Sun 104. 12 dealers, exhibits,
banquet, free admission.




New Issues

No New Issues for March - stay tuned for all the
rate increase stamps to be announced in April.

Dear Members of RSC
Steve Johnson

| would like to tell you a little about my stamp col-
lecting interests. | am found of history and want to
preserve what | can of it. Hence my particular
area of stamps are war era of Europe, primarily
Germany due to the violence that happened there.
This is in honor of those that suffered thru it, both
the victims and the military, many of which were
victims themselves. Korea is not forgotten but
very little of substance around just a few letters. |
would collect from my war of Viet-Nam but the
same as Korea in stamps but | do have some coin
and other items of the era.

| brought in a sample of the youth kits for mem-
bers to examine and | would like your thoughts on
this and also any suggestions you might have. Do
you know of any youths that would like to get
started in stamp collecting? If you do let me know
and | will try to supply you with some youth kits for
you to give away free to them. As | stated before,
| make no mention of myself in these but you may
feel free to mention yourself if you wish. This is
not done to promote any single business but the
entire hobby of stamp collecting. | wish to thank
those that have donated stamps or supplies.
Thank you for your support Steve Capone, Walter
Wyzujak, Steve & Matt Jennings. Anyone inter-
ested in these kits please call me at 815-962-
1396. Steve Johnson

Stamp Collecting Stories
Ted Gifford

In 1938 our family moved from Mohler, Washington to
Whitehall, Michigan. | was bored and had few ac-
quaintances, so my mother bought a stamp album
(hard red cover) for worldwide collecting. She wrote
dealers and had 'penny approvals' sent. | was given
an allowance of 25c per month for buying

stamps. When the approvals arrived, mother and |
would look through them and I tried to get one stamp
for each country in the album. When | could get an
odd job, | would use the money to buy more from the
approvals.

| can remember my pride when my collection reached
the magic number of 1000. | still have some of the
treasured triangles and diamond shaped stamps, and
those from Asia and Africa that depicted exotic animals
and landscapes that | picked out of those early approv-
als. | continued collecting all through high school, be-
fore setting the album aside as | went off to college
and then into the Air Force. Took up collecting in ear-
nest again around the age of 35.
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Have fun with stamps collecting and brighten up
your day!

Scott Classic Specialized Catalogue
of Stamps & Covers

At the February meeting | purchased a 2005 edi-
tion of the above mentioned catalog. This lists all
stamp issues up thru 1940 and the British Com-
monwealth to 1952, the end of King George’s
reign.

| highly recommend this catalogue to ALL stamp
collectors. | know a new current version is over
$100 but older versions can be had for consider-
able less, as | obtained this one. This edition con-
tains less US information than the US Specialized,
but still covers most aspects of US collecting.

The beauty of this catalog is in the compactness of
the listings. By eliminating five volumes of newer
issues, you can see all the information about the
countries in much fewer pages. There is a tre-
mendous amount of information packed inside a
Scott catalogue. Almost uncountable old and in-
teresting countries await your discovery and inter-
est.

All regular issue, semi-postal, airmail, special de-
livery, postage due, military and other stamps are
listed for each country.

| might just have to start a new collection!







